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Asheville Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force 

8/22/13 
 
 
Present:  Terri March, Lyubov Zuyeva, Tristan Winkler, Ken Putnam, Robert 
Kun, Greg Shuler, Heather Hine, Chris Byers, Jonathan Derrick, Liz McLamb, 
Michael Hernandez, Tom Redinger, Emily Bidwell, Janet Barlow, Barb Mee, 
Grace Curry, Till Dohse, Vicky Rowe-Currence, Michael Sule 
 
Draft a volunteer to facilitate meeting – Claudia Nix 
 

Claudia thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and reviewed the 
agenda.   
 
APD report  
Chris Byers of the APD asked that they be allowed to go first because they 
need to leave early, as they were the only officers on duty this evening.  
He reported that a bike patrol training was completed for all the police 
officers who were in need of this training, so they now have a full force of 
bike patrol officers.  He also reported that they were still giving out lights 
although the number of individuals who were coming in asking for them has 
slowed down.  Chris said he was planning on putting some into his car so he 
could give them to individuals that he runs across without lights.   
 
Ken Putnam, City Transportation Director – Traffic Calming Policy 
Ken provided some background on the traffic calming policies of Asheville.  
Progress on installing traffic calming was stopped due to a lack of funds 
available.  The last project in the Grove Park Inn area was only done 
because other improvements being made at the Grove Park had caused 
neighbor concern and the city council had required them to make the traffic 
calming improvements as a stipulation for making the improvements.  
 
The Transportation Department is now working on revisions to the traffic 
calming policies and he shared the proposed changes.  
See attached draft changes (Staff Report to Public Safety Committee, 
separate pdf file named ‘Staff report traffic calming’)  
Discussion at the meeting about funding and how it will be handled; and the 
issues for low-wealth communities that may not be well-organized, but may 
need the traffic calming more and have more individuals who may be 
walking or using transit and may need traffic calming more.   A number of 
attendee asked questions such as: What are speed cushions?   type of speed 
hump that allow larger vehicles, especially fire trucks, to straddle them 
without slowing down  What does fire department cover area mean? Fire 
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department cover area relates to how long it takes to get to a particular 
location? 
 
Concerns were expressed about the change to 1000 vehicle a day and 5 
mph over speed limit, and whether 1000 vehicles a day was too many. 
 
Ken would like comments within the next couple of weeks.  The proposed 
changes will be going back to public safety committee in about 90 days. 
 
Positive comments about new signs and flashers at Vance Elementary.  
Discussion of using small in-crosswalk signs in some locations (state law: 
stop for pedestrians in crosswalk).  Ken stated that the transportation 
department is working on making the school speed zones in the city 
consistent.   
 
Ken noted that the Transportation department has been working on issues in 
West Asheville near Malvern Hills Park, and are still working with residents in 
that area on traffic plans and changes.     
 
Question: any discussion of doubling fee for speeding in residential areas?  
No major concerns about that. Task Force members asked that it be 
considered more and investigate ways to have extra money come to the 
city. 
 
Ken clarified that money from traffic tickets doesn’t come to the 
transportation department; it goes to the court system. Parking tickets do go 
to city transportation department.  
 
Question:  Does city have radar guns that citizens can check out to check 
speeds?  No, not at this time. 
 
Greg Shuler, City Streets Manager – Haywood Rd improvements 
(from the bridge to Beecham’s Curve)  Robert (Butch)Kun is project 
manager; also here tonight to answer questions. 
 
Greg shared plans for Haywood Road from the bridge to Beecham’s Curve.  
Will be adding climbing lane on westbound traffic lane (uphill); adding 
sidewalk from bridge to C&C; There is no NCDOT ROW on the road, so the 
city will be needing to get easements from property owners.  The final 
design is for 12 foot traffic lanes, a 6 foot bicycle lane, and new 6 foot 
sidewalk on the west side; no improvements are planned for current 
sidewalk.  Graphic inserted at end of this file.  NCDOT has tentatively 
approved green lanes on the road from Craven to Beecham’s curve.   Total 
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budget is $220,000; New Belgium is paying $50,000.  Expect to start 
sometime in the spring and finish late summer. 
 
Emily brought up concerns about the sidewalk changes in that area and the 
work that is beginning on form-based code in West Asheville and the need to 
coordinate.   
Mike asked about where to send a thank-you note for DOT’s flexibility and 
willingness to consider changes.   Greg said to Jay Swain. 

 
Updates from Barb:  
Traffic study report on Charlotte Street will be presented to Council on 
Tuesday night; will not be discussion or vote on it at this time.  May be a 
powerpoint presentation attached to the agenda on Friday?   Email to 
councilgroup@ashevillenc.gov will get comments to the Council. 
 
Accessible Pedestrian Signal at Clingman and Hilliard is in, but there are 
some issues with one neighbor and with sound bouncing.   City and DOT are 
working on it.  
 
Sharrows are in on the roads north of town, Central, Murdock, Gracelyn, 
Haywood Street, Montford, Flint, Edwin.  Comment about the sharrows and 
need to get the info out to people about them.  Nice article in the paper a 
couple of days ago. 
 
NCDOT is looking at installing more pedestrian signals and working with the 
city on issues with signals. Encourage committee members to send thank-
you notes when new ped signals and bike lanes are installed.   
 
Barb’s looking for some help on providing information about an Eagle Scout 
proposal.  
 
Other comments 
Needs to be a push to get info into drivers’ ed manuals about bike lanes, 
markings, etc.  Mike says Oregon and Washington drivers are much more 
courteous.  Claudia said she and Gwen taught a class as part of the driver’s 
ed classes at the high school and would like to get the program reinstituted 
but will need volunteers to help teach. 
 
Help with meetings 
Kris is looking for someone to take over and do the agenda and facilitate the 
meetings.  Liz McLamb (works with Asheville Parks and Greenways 
Foundation) volunteered.  lizmclamb@gmail.com 
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Announcements/Reminders 
.   
Haywood Road form-based code Charrette will be September 14th, from 
8:30 – 12:30, at  278 Haywood Road - "The Hub" 
 
Bike rodeo is scheduled on Sept 21 from 11-3 at Dancing Bear Toys.  
Kenilworth Residents Association may have info on their web site.  Can also 
get info from Dancing Bear. 
 
Blue Ridge Bike plan is out for comments.  Review it and make comments.  
 
SORBA event at Jack of the Woods - August 27. AOB will provide a bike 
corral.  
 
UNCA Bulldog Bicycle Bonanza - August 29, noon – 4. Lots of activities 
planned. 
  
Call-in with DOT Bike-Ped regarding funding - August 29; need to 
register by August 23; info was sent with the meeting announcement. 
 
Clips Beer and Film Festival September 6th at Pack Square, sponsored by 
New Belgium.  Proceeds go to Asheville on Bikes.  
 
NC Bike Summit will be Oct 18 – 20 in Carrboro.  Go to NCATA.org for 
information about it.   
 
National Walking Summit is Oct 1 – 3 in Washington DC.  More info at 
americawalks.org 
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